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THE THINGS WE SHARE 
i aD 


Introduction 


In Ontario, we believe everyone 
contributes to the province in some 
way and by working together we have 
built a multicultural society which is a 
model for the world. It is a society 
where we respect and enjoy one 
another’s differences and similarities, 
and a society where culture, in all its 
various forms and traditions, is encour 
aged to flourish. 

We have much to share and to be 
proud of in this province. The Ministry 
of Citizenship and Culture plays a major 
role in maintaining the vitality of 

| Ontario’s people and culture. That may 

| mean a friendly welcome for a new- 

| comer, encouraging participation in 

| community life, supporting Native 

| peoples’ goal of self-reliance, helping a 
cultural community keep alive its 
traditions, as well as nurturing and 
encouraging a love for the arts or pre- 
serving our rich and diverse heritage. 

The Ministry of Citizenship and 
Culture acts as a catalyst. It works to- 
gether with some 7,000 community and 
arts organizations. It sparks the vitality 
needed to keep Ontario thriving as one 
people from many cultures in an envi- 
ronment where creative endeavours 
flourish and are available for the 
enjoyment of all. 
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MULTICULTURALISM AND 
CITIZENSHIP DIVISION 
anes 


In the past four decades Ontario 
has welcomed more than 2.5 million 
newcomers and now embraces approxi- 
mately 100 cultural communities. 

The Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Division is responsible for pro- 
grams and services that help ease the 
process of settlement for newcomers 
and promote the participation of all 
Ontarians — from Native people to the 
most recent arrivals — in the economic, 
political, cultural and social life of the 
province. 


To help the government in this 
endeavour, the ministry receives invalu- 
able advice and recommendations from 
the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship. The 
Council is made up of people from 
across Ontario, and reflects the varied 
ethnocultural make-up of the province. 
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Citizenship Development Branch 


Thousands of newcomers arrive 
in Ontario every year and from the 
moment they arrive help is available. 
Five Welcome House facilities oper- 
ated by the Citizenship Development 
Branch and located in Toronto, North 
York, Scarborough, Mississauga and 
Hamilton provide settlement services 
in approximately 40 languages. 

The branch also supports commu- 
nity organizations offering settlement 
and adaptive services. Our multi- 
cultural communities represent every 
corner of the globe. By working closely 
with groups and organizations, the 
Citizenship Development Branch pro- 
motes the preservation of our different 
cultures and encourages cultural shar- 
ing among groups. Understanding and 
appreciating one another’s differences 
and similarities has led to the har- 
monious, distinctively multicultural 
society that we enjoy today. 

Ensuring that all Ontario’s resi- 
dents can participate equally in our 
rich economic, political, cultural and 
social life is another important ele- 
ment of the branch’s work. 

Because illiteracy and the lan- 
guage barrier are two major obstacles 
to full participation in society, the 
branch supports community-based 
adult literacy programs and English- 
and French-as-a-Second-Language 
classes. Multicultural-Communications- 
in-the-Workplace programs improve 
communication and understanding at 
many levels in the workplace. 

Volunteer awards and leadership 
training programs are open to all client 
groups in areas covered by the minis- 
try's mandate and greatly strengthen 
these community organizations. 
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Native Community Branch 


As the first people of Ontario, 
Native peoples have a wealth of knowl 
edge and cultural traditions to share 
with those of us who arrived later. 

Through the Native Community 
Branch, community development con- 
sultants in field offices across the prov- 
ince work directly with Native people 
to identify local needs and reach com- 
munity goals. 

The branch provides advice and 
financial assistance to some 500 Indian 
bands, Metis and Non-Status Indian 
groups, Friendship Centres, Native 
women’s locals and other Native 
organizations. 

The ministry understands and 
supports Ontario's Native peoples’ 
aspirations for self-reliance. The branch 
therefore places an emphasis on eco- 
nomic development projects since 
economic strength is a key to self- 
sufficiency. 
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CULTURE DIVISION 
ROL EEE 


Ontario's unique mix of people 
and customs is mirrored in our cultural 
life — making the province a vital 
cultural centre. 

The ministry's Culture Division 
works to build an environment in which 
creative endeavours flourish and are 
available for all Ontario residents to 
enjoy. 

In addition to enhancing our qual- 
ity of life, the arts and cultural indus- 
tries in Ontario generate revenues of 
$3.5 billion a year and are creating 
jobs at a faster rate than the overall 
economy. The division's programs are 
designed to reinforce the economic 
impact of cultural activity. 

In partnership with community 
and provincial organizations, the Cul- 
ture Division encourages and supports 
the preservation and promotion of the 
provinces rich heritage, ensuring that 
we dont destroy our past or forget its 
lessons in our rush toward the future. 

Through its support of libraries 
and community information centres, 
the division also helps communities 
provide the information that people 
need to participate in society and pre- 
pare for the future. 

All told, the division's goal is to 
maintain and encourage the creative, 
innovative and dynamic nature of 
Ontario’s people, within the context of 
a thorough understanding of their roots, 
and to help them meet the challenges 
of an evolving society and increasingly 
technological age. 
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Libraries and Community 
Information Branch 


Libraries are much more than a 
repository for books. They are a focal 
point in a community for the exchange 
of information and cultural values. 

Information and knowledge are 
the keys to participation in our 
advanced industrial society. To ensure 
wide access, the Libraries and Commu- 
nity Information Branch provides finan- 
cial and consulting assistance to some 
402 public library boards which include 
1,800 outlets servicing 99.6% of the 
population. 

The ministry supports libraries in 
their efforts to improve customer ser- 
vice by helping them respond to the 
needs of disabled people, providing 
multilingual information services and 
by bringing automation and computer 
technology to the library community. 

The Libraries and Community 
Information Branch also supports the 
92 community information centres 
across the province that act as one- 
window access points to numerous 
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public and volunteer services avail- 
able in Ontario communities. 


Heritage Branch 


“The quality of the life we lead 
today, and will lead in the future, 
depends heavily on our ability to 
maintain, in the context of continuing 
change, a sense of time, a sense of 
place and a sense of propriety.’ (from 
Continuity with Change). 

The goal of the Heritage Branch 
and the Ontario Heritage Foundation is 
to encourage the people of Ontario to 
celebrate our multifaceted heritage 
and to participate in its preservation 
for the benefit of generations to come. 

Our shared heritage includes 
architecture, art collections, archeologi- 
cal sites, museum artifacts and natural 
heritage as well as our vast array of 
folk cultures and traditions, our oral 
history and craft skills. 

Both the tangible and intangible 
are expressions of our cultural past. 
By supporting research, erection of 
plaques, staging of festivals, conserva- 
tion of buildings and artifacts, and 
production of publications and exhibits, 
the branch encourages Ontarians to 
preserve and promote their heritage. 

The Heritage Branch provides 
financial support and professional 
expertise to more than 200 local muse- 
ums across the province. It offers tech- 
nical and financial aid to municipalities, 
non-profit groups, businesses and 
individuals involved in protecting our 
heritage resources. Branch archeolo- 
gists based in field offices across the 
province work with local communities 
to uncover and interpret the remains 
of our past. 
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Archives of Ontario 


The Archives of Ontario comple- 
ment the work of the Heritage Branch 
by preserving our documentary heri- 
tage and making it available for public 
use. The Archives serve as the reposi- 
tory for all provincial government 
records of historical value and collect 
private papers, films and other evi- 
dence of Ontario's social and eco- 
nomic development. Located in Toronto, 
the facility is frequented by historians, 
title-searchers and people satisfying 
their curiosity about Ontario's past. 


Arts Branch 


Arts are the hallmark of a civiliza- 
tion. They fulfil the individual. They 
release creative talents and reach out 
to enthuse and lift the imagination of 
an audience. The arts bring communi- 
ties together in shared experiences. 
They inspire a sense of identity. 

The Arts Branch works in partner 
ship with arts organizations and 
community groups to maintain and 
nurture an atmosphere in which 
creativity thrives. 

The financial assistance and 
consultation given to arts organizations, 
training institutions and community 
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art galleries ultimately support 
Ontario's creative artists. The branch 
helps arts groups build audiences, raise 
funds and improve management skills. 
International and interprovincial 
cultural exchanges supported by the 
Arts Branch broaden the creative hori- 
zons of our artists and expand public 
access to world-class cultural events. 
A high cultural profile abroad also 
enhances Ontario’s business image as 
a tourist, trade and investment centre. 


Cultural Industries and 
Agencies Branch 


FR PLR TE TE BT NO 

Through policy, program and 
financial support systems, the Cultural 
Industries and Agencies Branch assists 
the growth and development of the 
cultural industries and the 11 cultural 
agencies and institutions associated 
with the ministry. 

The Art Gallery of Ontario, the 
Ontario Science Centre, the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, the Royal Ontario 
Museum, Science North and the 
McMichael Canadian Collection are 
treasure troves of collections, exhibits 
and educational opportunities. 

In total, the agencies and institu- 
tions, which also include CJRT-FM, the 
Ontario Arts Council, the Ontario Film 
Development Corporation, the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation and TVOntario, 
reach individuals and groups across 
the province through education, enter- 
tainment, outreach, extension and tour 
ing programs. They house — on behalf 
of the people of Ontario — arts, heri- 
tage and scientific collections valued 
at more than $1 billion. 
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The branch maintains appropri- 
ate accountability relationships with 
these major institutions and acts as 
their advocate within the provincial 
government. 


As well as being key players in 
defining the nation’s cultural identity, 
the cultural industries — book and 
magazine publishing, film and video, 
sound recording, commercial theatre, 
and broadcasting — are becoming 
increasingly important to Ontario's 
economy. The branch supports this 
sector through policy and program ini- 
tiatives designed to encourage the pro- 
duction and distribution of quality 
Canadian products and to increase 
their share of the domestic market. 

The Canada Ontario (ERDA) 
Cultural Development Agreement is 
administered by the branch. This four- 
year agreement was designed to 
encourage new initiatives in the cul- 
tural sectors of the province. 

The branch’s overall objectives 
include fostering an entrepreneurial 
and investment climate to encourage 
the orderly growth and strengthening 
of Canadian cultural enterprise. 
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REGIONAL SERVICES 
ET 


To ensure that all Ontario com- 
munities have a link to the ministry, 14 
regional services offices act as the 
primary point of contact for municipali- 
ties and community groups seeking 
access to ministry programs and 
services. The addresses of the regional 
offices are listed on pages 14 and 15. 

Regional staff provides informa- 
tion on ministry grant programs, pre- 
pares needs assessments, and offers 
consulting expertise to help groups 
build organizational, financial and 
operational strength. The offices also 
relay local concerns back to head 
office — providing a channel for 
involvement in the planning of respon- 
sive policies and programs. 


IN CONCLUSION... 
eee sae Se 


The Ministry of Citizenship and 
Culture is playing a vital role in help- 
ing Ontarians meet the challenges of 
the information age. As our society 
becomes increasingly high-tech, the 
ministry's goal is to encourage creative 
talents and values, to preserve our 
past and to provide lifelong learning 
options that help individuals join in 
modern life. It brings all Ontarians 
together by celebrating our differ- 
ences and the things we share. 
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REGIONAL OFFICES 
PS ee 


Northern Region 


Sudbury 

200 Elm St. E., 4th FI. 

Sudbury, Ontario 

P3C 5N3 

Tel: (705) 675-4383 
1-800-461-4025 


Dryden 

Ontario Gov't Building 
479 Government Road 
Dryden, Ontario 

P8N 3B3 

Tel: (807) 223-3331 


Sault Ste. Marie 
Elgin Tower, 3rd FI. 
390 Bay St., 


Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 


PGA 1X2 
Tel: (705) 759-8652 
1-800-46 1-7 284 


Eastern Region 


Thunder Bay 

Ontario Gov't Building 

1825 Arthur Street East 

Thunder Bay, Ontario 

P7E 5N7 

Tel: (807) 475-1683 
1-800-465-6939 


Timmins 

22 Wilcox St., 2nd FI. 

Timmins, Ontario 

P4N 3K6 

Tel: (705) 267-8018 
(L.D. Op. Zenith 
98991) 


Ottawa 

Rideau Trust Building 

11th Floor, Room 1162 

1 Nicholas Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KIN 7B7 

Tel: (613) 566-3728 
1-800-267-1910 


Western Region 


Belleville 

280 Pinnacle St., Suite 3 

Belleville, Ontario 

K8N 3B1 

Tel: (613) 968-3474 
1-800-267-0573 


Hamilton 

119 King Street West 

8th Floor, Box 2112 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L8N 3Z9 

Tel: (416) 521-7229 
1-800-263-8514 


Kitchener 

30 Duke St. W,, 4th FI. 

Kitchener, Ontario 

N2H 3W5 

Tel: (519) 578-8200 
1-800-265-2189 


London 

255 Dufferin Ave., 6th FI. 

London, Ontario 

N6A 5K6 

Tel: (519) 679-7146 
1-800-265-4731 


St. Catharines 

15 Church St., Suite 406 

St. Catharines, Ontario 

LZR 3B5 

Tel: (416) 685-7397 
1-800-263-2440 


Windsor 

221 Mill Street 

Windsor, Ontario 

NSC 2R1 

Tel: (519) 256-5486 
1-800-265-5668 


Central Region 
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Toronto 

10 St. Mary St., 2nd FI. 
Toronto. Ontario 

M7A 2R9 

Tel: (416) 965-6597 


Barrie 

114 Worsley Street 

Barrie. Ontario 

L4M 1M1 

Tel: (705) 737-0543 
1-800-46 1-4308 


NATIVE COMMUNITY BRANCH OFFICES 
OLE BE 


Northeast and South Area 
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Sudbury 

200 Elm Street East, 4th FI. 

Sudbury, Ontario 

PoC SNG 

Tel: (705) 675-4349 
1-800-46 1-4027 


Timmins 

22 Wilcox Street, 2nd FI. 
Timmins, Ontario 

P4N 3K6 

Tel: (705) 267-8018 


Sault Ste. Marie 

Elgin Tower, 3rd FI. 

390 Bay Street 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 
P6A 1X2 

Tel: (705) 942-0419 


Northwestern Area 


Orillia 

15 Matchedash St. North 
Orillia, Ontario 

L3V 4T4 

Tel: (705) 325-9561 


London 

255 Dufferin Ave. 
Suite 601 

London, Ontario 
N6A 5K6 

Tel: (519) 679-7146 


Toronto 

77 Bloor St. W.,, 5th Fl. 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 2R9 

Tel: (416) 965-5003 


See ER A 


Thunder Bay 

1825 Arthur Street East 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 
P7E5N7 

Tel: (807) 475-1683 


Kenora 

227 Second St. S., 3rd FI. 
Kenora, Ontario 

PON 1G] 

Tel: (807) 468-5568 


Fort Frances 

Box 613 

240 Scott St., 2nd FI. 
Fort Frances, Ontario 
P9A 3M9 

Tel: (807) 274-9732 


Geraldton 

PO Box 778, 

303 Main St. E. 
Geraldton, Ontario 
POT 1MO 

Tel: (807) 854-0169 
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